Tell me, I’ll forget.

Show me, I may remember.

But involve me and I’ll understand.

                                       - Chinese proverb

Date, 2008
Dear Administrator:

We are delighted to present Youths 4 Advocacy (Y4A), a project that provides hands-on tools for OCS students to transition successfully from school to adult life. Y4A is funded by the US Administration on Developmental Disabilities as a Project of National Significance. The Clinical Center for the Study of Development and Learning (CDL) at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill received a three-year grant to provide resources and assistance to schools. Freda Lee, consultant with the NC Department of Public Instruction, Exceptional Children Division, oversees OCS and endorses Y4A as an interactive approach for students to learn and practice leadership and self-advocacy tools, a part of the OCS curriculum.


As Year Two begins, we are pleased with our initial progress. Last year Y4A provided a practical resource for students in the Occupational Course of Study (OCS) across the state as they learned to apply self-advocacy tools for a successful transition into the community. With the Y4A model of creating peer leader teams in schools, teams met regularly to practice skills through activities and scenarios. They serve as role models for other students by leading activities with them. Teams use the Speak Up! Action Manual for Peer Leader Teams, which was developed by the CDL for Acting for Advocacy, the Center’s  previous Project of National Significance for high school students with disabilities. 

Feedback from a school district involved with Y4A last year indicates positive results; highlights include:
· All seven teachers strongly agree that students learned self-advocacy skills because of participation on Peer Leader Teams. 
· All seven teachers strongly agree the Speak Up! Manual helped peer leaders and other students learn self-advocacy skills. 
· Teachers reported on individual students: for 86% of students on peer leader teams, “Participating in the team has helped this student improve communication skills” and “participating on the team has played a part in increasing this student’s awareness of career choices.”
· Of student responses, 100% said that they learned about “planning and organizing an activity.” 
· Additional student responses indicate that 94% were able to “talk with other team members about my ideas;” and 94% saw themselves as “working as part of a team.” 


We look forward to implementing Y4A in our schools this year; please feel free to contact me with any questions. Thank you for making a difference for youths with disabilities.

Sincerely,
A University Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities Education, Research, and Service

