Month 00, 200-
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS ARE ACTING FOR ADVOCACY
For Immediate Release

For more information contact _______ at ___-___-____ 

_______________________________________________________
Small teams of high school students in ________ County have been working as Peer Leaders through the Youths 4 Advocacy project. Teams were recruited in _(month) to  lead fellow students in role-play scenes and activities to practice speaking up and begin to actively plan for their futures. 

“Students work hard in the Occupational Course of Study but many need to learn to advocate for themselves and have a vision of success,” remarked ______ director of the Exceptional Children Program at _____ County Schools. “Students can influence and support one another in a way that’s just different from what a teacher or family member can do.  Students learn about self-advocacy in the classroom, but they need a chance to practice outside of the classroom.”
The Speak Up! Action Manual for Peer Leader Teams was developed through a project at the University of North Carolina Center for the Study of Development and Learning in Chapel Hill. This federally funded Project of National Significance encourages youths to actively pursue interests in the community while they are students, bridging the challenge of transition.  According to _______, the____________, “Some students get support and accommodations to reach their goal of graduating, only to end up sitting at home for a period of time. We want to start that transition process before students graduate.”
The _____ High School Peer Team includes ________, ________,_______, _______and _____.  __________ is advisor. 

